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25th June 1740 appointed Balaji in his father's place. As
he did so, he gave him the following letter of instructions.

"Your father Bajirao and your grandfather Balaji
served me most faithfully and in my service did mighty
deeds. I sent Bajirao to humble the Persian and restore
the Moghal empire. But he died almost immediately after-
wards. His ambition was to guard the Mogliul empire and
at the same time to conquer all Hindustan. You are his
son; realise your father's ambition. Lead your horsemen
beyond the walls of Attock!"

The ceremony of investiture was an imposing one. On
its completion Shahu bade Balaji go to Poona. Raghuji
Bhosle he sent on an expedition to the south.

The motive of the expedition was an appeal to Shahu
for help from Pratapsing, Raja of Tanjore. After the fall
of Jinji the Moghuls had rapidly made themselves masters
of south-eastern India. Zulfikar Khan's deputy, Baud
Khan, had again made one Sadat Ullah Khan, Nawab or
governor of the Carnatic, and it was his duty to impose
everywhere the Moghul ascendency. This task Sadat Ullah
Khan ably performed and at the time of Raghuji Bhosle7s
expedition the whole south-east of the peninsula was under
Musulman suzerainty.

Tanjore, however, had survived by making due sub-
mission and was at this time larger than ever before.
Shivaji's half-brother Vyankoji had died in 1687 leaving
three sons, Shahaji, Sarfoji and Tukoji. They succeeded
each other and between them occupied the throne from
1687 to 1735. The youngest Tukoji left two legitimate
sons Bab a Sahib and Sahooji and a natural son Pratapsing.
Baba Sahib succeeded but died very shortly afterwards,
leaving no issue. After a troubled reign of a few months
Sahooji was deposed by his half-brother Pratapsing, The
lattor, however, had recently been greatly harassed by one
Chanda Sahib, a name famous in the early history of the
struggles between the English and the French. Pratapsing
now earnestly besought his kinsman Shahu to send an
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